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His holy day ! Why, why must we think it needful
to explain everything ? Are we in the secret
counsels of the Most High ? Do we imagine that
every accident is a divine judgment upon some one
or other ? Have we never read what Jesus said :
Those eighteen upon whom the tower in Siloam jell
and killed them., think ye that they were offenders
above all the men that dwell in Jerusalem ? I tell you.
Nay. Rabbi, said the disciples of Jesus, who did
sin., this man or his parents, that he should be born
blind ? And again, with sharp decisiveness, Jesus
answered, Neither. There are more things in
heaven and earth than are dreamed of in our
philosophy.

Is not this one of the great lessons of the book
of Job ? From beginning to end it is one long,
passionate protest against the idea that we can
crush God into some little formula of our own
devising. The three friends come to visit Job
sitting on his dust-heap. " Oh, yes," say they,
" we can explain all these things that have come
upon thee. Thou art a sinner ; confess thy sin
and repent and turn to God, and the sun shall shine
upon thee again as of old." So in their ignorance
they chattered ; but the book tears their flimsy
talk to rags, and in the end, while Job is vindicated,
the three friends are silenced and put to shame.
Mark, Job still does not know why the righteous